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THE MRA 
PRESIDENT 

The Michigan Railroads 

Association (MRA) would like 

to share updated rail marketing 

contacts for the rail carriers 

in your area. The purpose 

of this brochure is to help 

connect existing businesses – 

and potentially new business 

prospects – with the railroad that 

provides service in your region. 

WHY CHOOSE RAIL?
Affordable and efficient freight 

transportation is critical to 

Michigan’s economy. Freight 

rail is the engine that supports 

our economy, hauling just about 

everything that keeps Michigan, 

and our entire nation, moving. 

CONNECT WITH 
YOUR RAILROAD
Contact the marketing experts 

contained in this brochure to get 

access to property acquisition, 

zoning assistance and other 

answers on how to put rail to 

work to grow your existing 

business. Or, review new projects 

with these experts. They’re ready 

for your call! 

We hope that you will find the 

information contained in this 

brochure useful. On behalf of 

the MRA membership, thank you 

for your interest in the freight 

railroad companies serving 

businesses across Michigan.

The Michigan Rail Enhancement 
Grant Program (M-REP) provides 
grants to improve, expand and 
rehabilitate freight rail corridors 
and facilities that will immediately 
result in quantifiable and non-
speculative public benefits. Grants 
can cover up to seventy percent 
of eligible project costs. Eligible 
applicants include freight railroads 
and owners of multi-user transload 
facilities.  

Eligible project costs include 
fixed assets such as track, ties, 
bridges, crossings, rail scales on 
mainline corridors and at rail yards, 
intermodal facilities and transload 
facilities. Movable equipment and/
or rolling stock may be considered if 
plans are submitted that adequately 
address Michigan-specific use. 
Ineligible work items include design, 
engineering, permit fees and right-
of-way acquisition. 

Applicants must contribute at least 
thirty percent (30%) of the eligible 
project costs. Match commitments 
from private, local or federal 
sources that exceed the minimum 
will be viewed favorably. Applicants 

may submit multiple applications, 
but total awards cannot exceed 
$5 million total per applicant per 
project solicitation and/or MDOT 
fiscal year.

Freight railroads and owners of 
multi-use transload facilities are 
welcome to apply. Applicants 
must own or otherwise control 
the property on which the 
improvements are proposed. If the 
applicant is not a freight railroad, a 
letter of support from the serving 
railroad must be included with the 
application.

For more information, please visit 
the MDOT Office of Rail web site 
using this QR Code:

The Michigan Department of 
Transportation’s Freight Economic 
Development Program (FEDP) 
helps connect new or expanding 
businesses to Michigan’s rail 
system. The Grant Program can 
cover up to 50% of costs associated 
with infrastructure to ship by 
rail, like rail spurs. Projects are 
evaluated based on the public 
benefits, like increased rail volumes 
and job creation, relative to costs. 
The Program’s goal is to enhance 
the viability of Michigan’s rail 
system by facilitating its use. 

FEDP can cover up to 50% of 
material, labor and equipment 
associated with the installation 

or rehabilitation of rail customer 
infrastructure up to a maximum of 
$2M. Eligible costs include, but are 
not limited to, turnouts, track, ties, 
ballast, and related permanently 
affixed equipment, like unloading 
pits, specific to rail. Ineligible work 
items include engineering and car 
movers. A full list of eligible costs 
can be found on the following page. 
Not all eligible costs will necessarily 
be approved as part of the FEDP 
project.

Submit completed applications 
or any questions to Alex Nikoloff, 
Freight Economic Development 
Project Manager, at NikoloffA@
Michigan.gov or (517) 290-9691.

Jon Cool, President
@MI_FreightRail

MICHIGAN RAIL ENHANCEMENT  
GRANT PROGRAM

FREIGHT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Ameritrack Rail
655 South Prairie Avenue

Frankfort, IN 46041
(p) 765.242.4101
ameritrack.com

Amtrak Chicago Union 
Station

500 W Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL  60661
(p) 312.544.5118

amtrak.com

Anderzack-Pitzen 
Construction, Inc.

(p) 419.644.2111 X: 344
(c) 419.467.1947

www.wecandigit.com

Appalachian Timber  
Services, LLC

393 Edgar Given Parkway
Sutton, WV 26601
(p) 304.765.7393

atstimber.com

Arcadis of Michigan
28550 Cabot Drive, Ste 500

Novi, MI 48377
(p) 248.994.2242

arcadis.com

Cleveland-Cliffs Inc.
200 Public Sq., Ste. 3300

Cleveland, OH 44114
(p) 216.694.5700

clevelandcliffs.com

Koppers, Inc.
436 Seventh Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

(p) 636.236.5298
koppers.com

R. A. Duthler Land 
Surveyor

158 E. Third St., Ste. A
Imlay City, MI 48444

(p) 810.724.6532
duthlerlandsurveyor.com

Railway Supply Institute, 
Inc.

2001 K Street NW, 3rd Floor 
N, Washington, D.C 20006 

(p) 202.367.1126
rsiweb.org

Shaw Contracting Co.
509 Morton St.

Bay City, MI 48706
(p) 989.684.0014

shawcontracting.com

Specification Stone Products
1009 Long Lake Avenue

Alpena, MI 49707
(p) 989.354.3502

edwclevy.com

TTX Company
2151 Hawkins Street,  

Suite 1500
Charlotte, NC 28203

(p) 980.980.1054
ttx.com

The Mannik & Smith 
Group, Inc.

1771 N. Dixie Highway
Monroe, MI 48162
(p) 734.289.2200

manniksmithgroup.com

Omaha Track
12930 I Street

Omaha, NE 68137
(p) 402.505.9306
omahatrack.com

Pathfinder Engineering, 
Inc.

2335 Byron Center Ave. SW, 
Wyoming, MI 49519

(p) 616.878.3885
pathfinderengineering.com

Quandel Consultants
180 W. Michigan Ave.,  

Suite 800
Jackson, MI 49201 
(p) 517.655.3610

quandelconsultants.com

Colliers Engineering  
& Design

40 La Riviere Dr
Buffalo, NY 14202

716.710.3925
colliersengineering.com

CR Construction 
Company

6600 Grant Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44105

(p) 216.641.0030
crconstructionco.com

Fletcher & Sippel, LLC
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 

800
Chicago, IL 60606
(p) 312.252.1500

fletcher-sippel.com

GATX Corporation
Rail North America

233  South Wacker Drive 
Chicago IL 60606
(p) 312.621.6200

gatx.com

US Trackworks, LLC
1165 142nd Ave.

Wayland, MI 49348
(p) 616.877.4284

ustrackworks.com

Xcel Companies, LLC
5757 Monroe Street
Sylvania, OH 43560

(p) 810.342.8595
dwilkerson@xcelrr.com


